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FRIENDS  have  held,  throughout  the  300  years 
of  Quakerism,  that  their  Christian  faith  must 
be  demonstrated  in  social  action.  This  basic 
belief  has  resulted  in  recent  times  in  the  formation 
of  Quaker  service  bodies,  as  media  for  the  expres- 
sion of  Friends’  concern  that  men  everywhere 
should  share  "the  good  life." 

Over  the  35  years  of  the  American  Friends  Serv- 
ice Committee’s  existence  widely  differing  activities 
have  been  undertaken  in  some  25  countries.  Many 
of  these  have  perforce  been  directed  towards 
physical  needs,  because  events  of  our  troubled  cen- 
tury have  called  to  this  primary  social  obligation. 
In  consequence,  to  many  throughout  the  world  the 
idea  of  Quaker  service  is  identified  with  food, 
clothing,  shelter,  a warm  room,  a book  to  read,  a 
chair  to  relax  in,  and  a friendly  but  limited  contact 
with  hard-pressed  relief  workers.  A few  have 
glimpsed  something  of  the  imperfectly  demon- 
strated motives  of  Christian  concern  which  underlie 
the  work. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  booklet  to  deal  with  a 
type  of  Quaker  service  less  known  and  less  easily 
understood  than  the  wide  contact  created  by  large 
scale  physical  relief.  Increasingly,  since  the  second 
World  War  Friends  work  has  stirred  a feeling 
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Centers 


among  persons  in  various  positions  in  widely 
separated  places  that  the  motives  and  methods  of 
Friends  may  be  applied  to  matters  of  world  import. 
The  nonpolitical,  nonpartisan,  religiously  moti- 
vated service  of  Friends  in  bringing  physical  relief 
and  spiritual  comfort  to  humanity  in  distress  has 
caused  Friends  increasingly  of  late  to  be  turned  to 
by  those  who  are  politically  embroiled  and  neces- 
sarily partisan,  for  consultation  and  guidance  in 
matters  other  than  the  techniques  of  relief  and 
rehabilitation.  On  their  side,  Friends  traditionally 
have  heeded  an  inward  prompting  to  carry  matters 
on  their  minds  and  hearts  to  high  places. 

Friends  International  Centers,  located  in  12  cities 
most  likely  to  provide  rich  opportunities  for  impact 
on  contemporary  life,  attempt  to  meet  this  need 
and  to  express  the  basis  of  all  Friends  work — that 
all  mankind  are  the  children  of  God  and  that  ways 
in  which  they  are  united  outnumber  and  outweigh 
matters  which  divide  them. 

The  Centers  are  operated  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  and 
the  Friends  Service  Council  in  London.  They  are 
internationally  staffed  and  their  programs  are  inter- 
national in  content.  They  provide  agreeable  physical 
arrangements  where  the  politically,  nationally, 
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racially,  or  theologically  different  may  meet  in  an 
atmosphere  of  friendly  impartiality.  Here  everyone 
may  freely  and  openly  discuss  their  differences  and 
seek  common  ground.  All  of  the  Centers  have  pro- 
grams which  relate  them  to  the  community  in 
which  they  are  located.  They  participate  in  an  inter- 
visitation  program,  arranged  by  the  home  commit- 
tees, for  selected  and  specialized  persons — uni- 
versity professors  and  others — who  are  able  to 
undertake  special  missions  of  interpretation. 

Some  Quaker  workers  with  appropriate  experi- 
ence and  interest  have  been  placed  in  those  Centers 
whose  locations  afford  peculiar  opportunities  for 
personal  relations  with  officials  of  international 
organizations  and  with  national  leaders  concerned 
with  foreign  policy.  Since  these  contacts  have  em- 
phasized the  interrelation  of  a number  of  Inter- 
national Centers,  there  has  been  built  up  a chain  of 


Friends  from  four  countries  with  a delegation 
member  at  the  UN. 


linked  Centers  which  are  united  in  aim  and  action. 

The  stream  of  ideas  and  information  flows  freely 
between  these  linked  Centers  and  the  two  home 
committees.  This  is  a two-way  stream.  It  brings 
knowledge  and  experience  gained  by  Quaker 
workers  in  many  kinds  of  labor  in  widely  placed 
fields,  to  bear  on  policy  forming  and  implementa- 
tion. Information  and  impressions  gained  at  these 
world  crossroads  guide  and  enrich  Quaker  services 
everywhere. 

Several  Centers  were  an  outgrowth  of  Friends 
work  following  the  first  World  War.  Although 
most  of  these  were  closed  part  of  the  time  during 
World  War  II,  their  spirit  and  in  some  cases  the 
physical  arrangements  were  maintained  by  local 
Friends  and  others.  Since  World  War  II  these  have 
been  reactivated  and  new  ones  have  developed. 


Links  in  a 
Chain  of 

Understanding 




NEW  YORK,  GENEVA  AND  PARIS  are 

cities  where  men  and  organizations  con- 
stantly grapple  with  human  affairs  of  inter- 
national importance.  The  Centers  in  New  York 
and  in  Geneva  are  the  bases  for  the  work  of  the 
Quaker  Consultants  accredited  to  United  Nations. 
These  Friends  are  concerned  to  aid  and  encourage 
those  in  high  places  in  their  attacks  on  a few 
world  problems  with  which  Friends  are  identified 
by  conviction  and  in  service.  Quaker  House  in  New 
York,  near  the  United  Nations  building,  has  espe- 
cially close  relations  with  the  UN  Secretariat  and 
many  members  of  UN  delegations.  A similar  rela- 
tion exists  in  Geneva,  where  the  oldest  Friends 
Center  is  located.  Here  is  constant  contact  with  the 
European  UN  Secretariat,  several  of  the  UN  Spe- 
cialized Agencies  and  many  international  groups. 
Quaker  workers  in  the  Paris  Center  have  close  con- 
tacts with  the  headquarters  staff  of  UNESCO. 
Paris  and  New  York  Centers  have  served  as  bases 
for  Quaker  teams  attending  sessions  of  the  UN 
General  Assembly. 

From  time  to  time  issues  arise  which  link  the 
Centers  in  New  York,  Paris  and  Geneva  with 
efforts  of  Quaker  Centers  at  Mexico  City,  Delhi, 
Amsterdam  and  elsewhere.  The  newly  acquired 
world  position  of  India  and  the  increasing  stature 
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of  Latin  America  make  Friends  and  others  aware 
anew  of  the  contributions  to  international  under- 
standing to  be  made  from  there.  New  personnel 
have  gone  to  Delhi  to  continue  to  express  Friends’ 
concerns  and  to  bring  to  Quaker  efforts  in  other 
places  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  Indians.  Thus 
East  and  West  are  linked  and  possibilities  for 
closer  cooperation  are  explored. 

An  example  of  the  interrelation  of  Friends 
Centers,  Quaker  work  experience,  and  activity  on 
the  policy  level  occurred  in  connection  with  the 
office  of  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees.  The 
UN  decision  creating  the  office  was  made  in  New 
York.  The.  Convention  relating  to  the  Status  of 
Refugees  was  drawn  up  in  Geneva.  Friends’  knowl- 
edge of  refugees,  their  needs,  hopes  and  griefs, 
gained  through  work  among  them  in  Europe,  the 
Middle  East  and  India  and  Pakistan,  gave  weight 
to  the  Quaker  voice  raised  in  their  behalf.  A 
Geneva  staff  member  attended  the  conference  which 
drew  up  the  Refugee  Convention. 

"We  were  happy  to  see  an  article  on  the  right  of 
religious  freedom  written  into  the  Convention  at  a 
late  stage,”  the  Quaker  worker  wrote.  "It  is  diffi- 
cult to  assess  the  effect  of  our  other  submissions, 
because  such  influence  is  often  more  intangible 
than  specific.” 

An  international  team  of  six  persons,  from  Eng- 
land, Sweden,  Mexico  and  the  United  States, 
worked  with  some  of  the  delegates  to  the  UN 
General  Assembly  in  New  York  on  questions  of 
major  concern  to  Friends.  "The  tendency  of  mem- 
bers of  government  delegations  is  to  become  official, 
correct  and  sometimes  cold  toward  one  another,”  a 
team  member  observed.  "Persons  from  the  outside, 
such  as  our  small  group,  were  able  at  times  to 
bring  them  together  in  informal  fashion.”  The 
group’s  brief  courtesies  to  representatives  of  the 
Peoples  Republic  of  China  were  among  the  few 
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extended  to  these  foreign  guests  in  the  United 
States. 

The  efforts  of  this  team  to  relate  moral  values  to 
political  issues  were  so  well  received,  that  another 
international  team  was  selected  to  attend  the  Paris 
sessions  of  the  General  Assembly. 

"There  are  persons  in  the  UN  Secretariat  and 
the  delegations  acutely  aware  of  the  tendency  for 
international  government  to  create  a world  of  its 
own,”  wrote  a British  Friend  of  his  service  at 
Quaker  House  in  New  York.  "These  people  want 
a living  contact  with  an  outside  group  of  interna- 
tionally minded  persons  whose  experience  and  con- 
victions are  independent  of  but  highly  relevant  to 
the  political  world  . . . They  need  all  the  help 
they  can  get  as  they  struggle  with  recalcitrant  issues 
of  building  a practical  method  of  handing  inter- 
national affairs  from  raw  material  that  is  mostly 
very  national  . . . Friends  know  that  their  resources 
and  gifts  are  very  limited,  but  for  whatever  these 
are  worth,  there  must  be  a readiness  to  make  them 
available  to  those  engaged  in  the  heat  and  dust  of 
international  peace-making.” 

Results  of  these  expressions  of  friendliness  and 
offers  of  assistance  are  not  easily  assessed.  One 
obvious  result  was  an  invitation  to  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  to  send  representatives 
to  visit  Yugoslavia.  Out  of  this  has  come  the  possi- 
bility of  developing  a Center  in  Belgrade,  thus 
forging  another  link  in  the  chain  of  Centers. 

Out  of  the  activities  of  Friends  International 
Centers  around  the  world  and  out  of  Quaker  work 
experience  in  many  places,  have  come  several 
special  studies  on  international  matters.  Among 
these  have  been  a Russian-American  relations  re- 
port and  Steps  to  Peace,  a critique  of  American 
foreign  policy.  A study  in  techniques  of  mediation 
has  been  made  and  an  inquiry  into  the  economics 
of  disarmament  is  under  way. 
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The  Search  for 
Common  Ground 


EAST  AND  WEST  have  met  through  Friends 
work  in  India  over  the  past  fifty  years.  In 
this  long  and  mutually  rewarding  association 
Quaker  workers  have  helped  to  meet  the  tragic 
emergencies — famine,  flood,  riot — and  have  sought 
throughout  to  make  their  spirit  and  presence  help 
create  an  atmosphere  in  which  all  may  meet  as 
friends,  often  bridging  wide  differences  of  race 
and  religion. 


East  and  West  draw  together  when  a UN  delegate  and 
a representative  of  Friends  confer  during  a General 
Assembly  recess. 


The  Friends  International  Centers  at  Calcutta  in 
India,  and  at  Dacca,  the  capital  of  East  Pakistan, 
have  grown  naturally  out  of  relationships  formed 
while  giving  relief  in  emergencies.  While  Quaker 
workers  stand  ready  to  help  meet  the  temporary 
calamities  that  dog  the  steps  of  these  two  nations, 
the  daily  activities  of  the  Centers  seek  above  all  to 
promote  greater  understanding  between  Asia  and 
the  West  by  personal  friendship  and  exchange  of 
ideas.  The  Centers  also  work  with  all  who  seek  to 
bridge  the  gaps  which  separate  many  groups  in 
those  two  countries. 

Friends  were  able  to  make  some  slight  contribu- 
tion to  the  peaceful  transfer  of  British  power  in 
India  through  their  friendship  and  close  association 
with  Mahatma  Gandhi.  During  the  time  of  gravest 
stress,  when  millions  of  refugees — a living  stream 
of  misery,  fear  and  confusion — were  moving  across 
frontiers,  both  governments  agreed  it  would  be 
helpful  for  Quaker  workers  to  act  as  independent 
observers  at  border  stations.  These  workers  gave 
assistance  to  both  Moslems  and  Hindus  and  made 
suggestions  for  the  welfare  of  these  unwitting 
victims  of  an  international  situation. 

Good  will  finds  its  expression  in  practical,  day- 
to-day  work.  Fifty  miles  from  Calcutta  in  two  small 
villages,  a medical  cooperative,  adult  education 
classes  and  a maternity  and  child  welfare  service 
are  in  operation.  After  five  years  of  encouragement, 
guidance  and  financial  assistance  from  Quaker 
sources,  the  Center  hopes  to  complete  the  devolu- 
tion of  this  work  onto  local  persons  and  organ- 
izations. 

One  example  of  the  effort  of  these  two  Centers 
to  encourage  practical  social  work  is  the  Children’s 
Club  of  the  Dacca  Center  where,  in  the  words  of 
one  Quaker  worker  "individual  children  lose  their 
shyness  or  anti-social  habits  and  blossom  into 
charming  personalities,  and  middle-class  children 
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have  come  to  accept  the  poorest  'bustee'  children 
as  playmates.” 

The  Centers  at  Calcutta  and  Dacca  are  closely 
linked,  although  each  has  its  own  separate  entity, 
across  the  India-Pakistan  border  in  a practical  and 
symbolic  expression  of  the  increasing  agreement 
between  the  two  countries.  "Although  much  still 
remains  to  be  done  in  the  slow  process  of  building 
international  understanding  on  the  practical  and 
emotional  levels,  the  air  has  cleared,”  workers  re- 
port. "The  amount  of  good  that  such  a small  group 
(Quaker  workers)  can  do  is  a mere  drop  in  the 
ocean,  but  we  are  always  conscious  that  we  have 
the  support  of  Friends  here  and  in  the  rest  of  the 
world  who  believe  that  the  healing  of  nations  can 
be  brought  nearer  by  men  working  together.” 


Students  from  many  lands  gather  at  Quaker  House, 
Geneva. 


Mindful  that  perhaps  the  brightest  hope  for  a 
better  world  lies  with  the  young  in  every  land,  the 
Committee  sponsors  International  Student  House 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  While  the  programs  of  the 
House  bring  together  in  a sense  of  real  community 
young  men  and  women  of  many  countries  and  cul- 
tures, the  House  itself  faces  and  in  a small  way 
helps  to  alleviate  the  problems  created  by  race 
prejudice  in  the  United  States  capital.  Davis  House, 
the  Committee’s  other  Center  in  Washington,  en- 
courages friendly,  fruitful  contacts  for  visitors 
from  outside  the  United  States  with  government 
officials  and  with  embassies  and  ministries  located 
in  Washington. 

Neither  the  complete  day-to-day  activities,  nor 
even  all  phases  of  the  broad,  underlying  programs 
of  Friends  International  Centers  can  be  covered  by 
this  account.  It  is  intended  to  give  only  a general 
picture. 

However  wide  apart  these  Centers  are  geo- 
graphically, and  however  different  they  are  in 
physical  arrangements  and  daily  schedule,  all  are 
one  in  aim.  A visiting  Center  worker  (an  Indian) 
giving  a series  of  lectures  in  Austria  wrote:  "The 
Indian  ambassador  to  Switzerland,  who  also  is 
accredited  to  the  Austrian  government,  discussed 
United  Nations  and  other  matters  with  us  at  a 
luncheon  given  by  the  Indian  Consul  at  Vienna. 
We  had  a sense  of  linking  as  we  discussed  the 
affinities  between  the  traditional  Indian  approach 
and  the  Christian  testimony.” 

This  sense  of  linking  permeates  the  motives  and 
the  programs  of  all  Friends  International  Centers. 
It  is  their  aim  that  this  sense  of  linking  may  be- 
come acute  among  all  men  everywhere. 
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Friends  International  Centers 

Centers  sponsored  jointly  by  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  20  South  12th  Street,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa.,  and 
Friends  Service  Council,  Euston  Road,  London  N.  W.  1, 
England: 

Geneva 

Geneva  Quaker  House,  94  rue  de  Lausanne, 

Chateau  Banquet,  Geneva,  Switzerland. 


Paris 

Quaker  International  Center,  No.  110  Avenue  Mozart, 
Paris  16,  France. 


Dacca 

Friends  Center,  7 Baroda  Ganguly  Lane,  Kayetuly, 
Dacca,  East  Pakistan. 


Calcutta 

Friends  Center,  1 Upper  Wood  Street,  Calcutta,  India. 


Delhi 

Quaker  Center,  24  Rajpur  Road,  Delhi,  India. 


Centers  supported  in  part  by  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  and  Friends  Service  Council: 

Amsterdam 

Quakercentrum,  Quakerbureau,  Raphaelplein  2, 
Amsterdam  Z,  Holland. 

The  Hague 

Stadhouderslaan  8,  The  Hague,  Holland. 

Copenhagen 

Danish  Quakercenter,  Vendersgade  29,  IV, 

Copenhagen  K,  Denmark. 
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Centers  sponsored  by  American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee: 


Washington,  D.  C. 

Davis  House,  1822  "R”  Street,  N.  W., 
Washington  9,  D.  C. 


International  Student  House,  1825  "R”  Street,  N.  W., 
Washington  9,  D.  C. 


New  York 

Quaker  House,  450  £.  52nd  Street,  New  York  22,  N.  Y. 

Mexico  City 

Monte  Blanco  1135,  Lomas  de  Chapultepec, 

Mexico  10,  D.  F. 

Center  sponsored  by  Friends  Service  Council: 

London 

Friends  International  Center,  32  Tavistock  Square, 

London  W.  C.  1,  England. 
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How  Friends  Work  Is  Done 

The  Center  from  which  all  this  work  starts  lies 
in  the  hearts  of  Friends  and  others  who  share  their 
views,  who  generously  support  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  and  the  other  sponsor- 
ing Committees  with  gifts  of  time,  talent  and 
money,  and  with  their  prayers. 

American  Friends  Service  Committee  workers  in 
the  field  serve  as  volunteers  on  a maintenance  basis. 
They  come  from  20  religious  affiliations  and  three 
races.  All  the  work  is  carried  on  without  regard  to 
race,  creed  or  nationality. 


American  Friends  Service  Committee 

Incorporated 


20  South  Twelfth  Street 


Philadelphia  7,  Pa.,  U.S.A. 


OTHER  OFFICES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

AUSTIN  12,  Texas — University  YMCA 
CAMBRIDGE  38,  Mass.— 130  Brattle  Street 
CHICAGO  3,  Illinois — 19  South  La  Salle  Street 
COLUMBUS  15,  Ohio— 2268  E.  Main  Street 
DES  MOINES  16,  Iowa — 1116  E.  University  Avenue 
GREENSBORO,  N.  Carolina — 225  E.  Lee  Street 
NEW  YORK  6,  New  York— 53  Broadway 
PASADENA,  California — 825  E.  Herkimer  Street 
PORTLAND  14,  Oregon — 1108  S.  E.  Grand  Avenue 
RICHMOND,  Indiana — Overview,  Route  28 
SAN  FRANCISCO  15,  California — 1830  Sutter  Street 
SEATTLE  5,  Washington — 3959  15th  Avenue,  N.  E. 
WICHITA,  Kansas — 2023  University  Avenue 


No.  442  5M  1-52  N.H.P. 


